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Protecting a Place of   
       Spiritual Renewal
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In the foothills of the Wind River Mountains lies the Torrey Creek Valley. 
Within this glacier-sculpted valley sits Ring Lake Ranch. Over time the ranch has been a 
home for spiritual renewal, a place where native people sought guidance and where people 
now seek retreat.  The four hundred and twenty acres of the ranch are now protected by a 
conservation easement that will ensure the timeless tonic of wilderness will remain intact 
for generations to come. “Protection of this property is simply the right thing to do, as 
defined by our mission,” says Carl Koch, Director of Ring Lake Ranch.  

Ring Lake Ranch is home to a retreat center devoted to 
“renewal in a sacred wilderness.” At the heart of the facility 
is an outdoor chapel of log benches and an altar made from 
native stones. The chapel looks across the lake and into the 
wilderness of the Wind River Range, embodying the notion 
of spiritual renewal in the natural world. 

Maggie Kahin, the ranch’s founder, first visited the 
Dubois area in 1936, and returned frequently over the 
years. When she began looking for a home in 1965, she 
considered several properties where she could operate a 
small guest ranch with a youth program. The next year, 
she purchased the land, built cabins, and the following 
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summer opened the ranch as a retreat center with a 
program for young people. Ring Lake Ranch has grown 
into a respected nondenominational retreat center with 
participants attending from all over the world. 

Maggie wasn’t the first person to feel a spiritual 
connection to the place. Petroglyphs extend the length of 
Torrey Creek Valley, but the largest concentration occurs 
on the rock faces on Ring Lake Ranch. Not much was 
known about the petroglyphs when Maggie purchased 
the ranch. The etched pictures, which include bird-like 
figures, have since been studied by archaeologists who 
determined the majority were made by the Mountain 
Shoshone, also known as the Sheep Eaters, and are 
associated with a recently discovered high altitude village 
in the adjacent Wind River Range. These particular 
petroglyph panels were used by people seeking spiritual 
power through a vision quest. People would fast and pray 
for at least three days and three nights at these panels 
after ritual cleansing in a sweat lodge and the lake.

When the ranch’s board of directors first considered 
protecting the property with a conservation easement, 
it seemed like a logical fit with the group’s mission 
and the special qualities of the land. “After operating 
Ring Lake Ranch for over 40 years, we recognized the 

Torrey Creek Valley: A Community Treasure

Torrey Creek originates high in the granite and 
ice of the Fitzpatrick Wilderness. The boulder-strewn 
moraines and clear lakes on the valley floor confirm its glacial 
past. You can gaze down this drainage to where Torrey 
Creek flows into the Wind River and beyond this confluence 
to the red strata of the badlands formation and the distant 
and sharp Ramshorn Peak in the Absaroka Range. 

Locals view the Torrey Creek Valley with great affection. 
Hunters know its value as winter habitat for all the large 
ungulates, including the iconic Whiskey Mountain bighorn 
sheep herd. Anglers of many ilks—from ice to fly—enjoy 
catching trout and ling in the valley’s creeks and lakes. It is 
also a fine place for a Sunday drive any season of the year. 
The first field trip taken by Dubois students is a bus ride 
in kindergarten to the “Conservation Camp,” an outdoor 
education facility at the far end of the Torrey Creek Valley 
operated by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. And 
at the end of the road is the Glacier Trailhead, a renowned 
thoroughfare for hikers, climbers, hunters, anglers, and 
outfitters into the wilderness and ultimately to Wyoming’s 
highest point, Gannett Peak. 

The property downstream from this well used trailhead is 
Ring Lake Ranch. “People stop me on the street to voice 
their support for protecting what they call ‘a special place,’” 
said Wind River Program Director Ellen Vanuga. “Within this 
community there is a sense of responsibility for the treasures 
Ring Lake Ranch holds.”   

Year after year, a pair of osprey 
raises their clutch in a nest 
perched high above the lake.
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need to protect this sacred place and this gift from Maggie 
for perpetuity,” said Paul Vogelheim, former president of 
the Ring Lake Ranch Board and current Teton County 
Commissioner. “Last winter we began discussions with 
Jackson Hole Land Trust’s Wind River Program, first 
exploring deed restrictions to protect open space for our 
summer use and then learning more about the critical winter 
habitat our property offered.”  

In addition to protection of the longstanding spiritual 
importance of the property, conservation of wildlife habitat 
on the ranch is significant. The ranch is a favorite home for 
elk, mule deer, moose, antelope, bighorn sheep, mountain 
lion and raptors. Year after year, a pair of osprey raises their 
clutch in a nest perched high above the lake. Ring Lake 
Ranch links adjacent protected properties and provides a 
valuable connection to the Whiskey Basin Wildlife Habitat 
Management Area (WHMA) which borders the property. 
Of primary concern is protection of 
habitat and migration areas used by 
the Whiskey Mountain bighorn sheep 
herd. In the past this was a vibrant 
population. A number of factors, 
including disease transmitted from 
domestic sheep and a reduction in 
quality winter habitat, has contributed 
to the herd’s decline. Although 
conserving agriculture is a central 
part of the Land Trust’s mission, a 
unique provision of this easement 
prohibits domestic sheep or goats on 
the property. This property is now 
permanently protected from both 

habitat loss and introduction of 
disease, which is a relief to wild 
sheep advocates. 

Torrey Creek Valley’s mammals, 
raptors and fish are their own best 
ambassadors. The Land Trust was 
able to purchase the easement 
thanks to a cadre of funding 
partners: Wyoming Wildlife and 
Natural Resource Trust, Wyoming 
Game and Fish Commission, 
Wyoming Governor’s Big Game 
Licenses Coalition, Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation via The 
Nature Conservancy, National 

Bighorn Sheep Interpretive Center, and the Dubois Anglers 
and Wildlife Group.  

 In July, the ranch generously opened its gate for the 
Wind River Program Picnic to celebrate the protection of 
this special place. “We have been extremely pleased with the 
Jackson Hole Land Trust Wind River Program’s response 
and leadership in facilitating this amazing win-win,” said 
Vogelheim. “Maggie’s vision is now protected for the wildlife, 
for those of us living in this area, and for all the future guests 
who can experience renewal in sacred wilderness.”

The treasures of Ring Lake Ranch—petroglyphs, 
windswept vistas, densely vegetated lakeshores, winter 
forage and sanctuary for wildlife—are now all permanently 
protected while keeping the land in private hands. The new 
conservation easement at Ring Lake Ranch will safeguard 
these commonly held values, and the ranch will continue on 
with its current retreat operations, aiding people from far and 
wide in finding renewal in the wilds of the natural world. 
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supporters ][
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Abrahams
Eleanor Acheson and 		
	 Emily Hewitt	
Jean Adams		
Bill and Barbara Adams	
Stephen Adamson		
Dick and Judy Agee		
Kathryn R. Aguilar	
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aikens
Fraida and Bob Aland
Joseph Albracht and Patti
	 Stancarone 
Amangani
Jim and Emily Ambler		
Patricia and George Amlin	
Jean Anderson and Pete Wales	
Frank and Ruby Andrews	
Clayton and Jane Ellen Andrews	
Laurie Andrews		
Anonymous 
	 *in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 	
	 Carl Knobloch Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Appleby
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Armour	
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. 	
	 Arnold	
Edwin Artzt and Marlies Hessel	
Bill and Mary Ashley		
Sallie and Duby Ausley		
Nancy and Doug Ayers		
Arthur Baines and Rhonda Harris
Burke and Carole Baker	
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Baker	
Huntley and Joan Baldwin	
Betty Baril		
William J. Barmore Jr.		
J.J. Batezel		
Beacon Partners		
Shelly and Andy Beasley	
Eli Bebout		

Wes Beemer and Tammy Pelish	
Ken and Helen Begelman	
Carter and Lisbeth Beise	
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bell	
Joe and Gainor Bennett		
Mrs. Med Bennett		
Ted Bensinger		
Patti Berlin		
Sally and Joel Berman		
Bob and Sheila Berner	
Carol and Charles Berney
Dennis and Carol Berryman
	 * donor-advised, Schwab 	
	 Charitable Fund 	
Bill and Martha Best		
Cathie Bieser Black 	
	 *donor-advised, The Dayton 	
	 Foundation	
Jeff Bland and Jane Mitchell	
Blue Lion		
Dick and Roberta Bondelie	
Frank and Helen Bonsal	
Angela and Fred Bowditch	
Ms. Judith Bowser		
Mr. and Mrs. David Boyd	
Sally Breckenridge and 		
	 David Munter		
Governor Phil Bredesen and 	
	 Andrea Conte		
Howell and Ann Breedlove	
Don and Day Breitag		
Gertrude W. Brennan		
Brinson Foundation		
Cathryn Brodie and 		
	 Doug Lowham		
Tony and Linda Brooks		
Robert and Nancy Brooks	
Clark and Susan Brooks
Neal Brown	
	 *in honor of Gil Ordway	

Dr. and Mrs. Miles Brundage	
Kay Bruno		
Lissy and Stewart Bryan	
Paul and Jean Buchanan	
Marion Buchenroth		
John Buckley and Anna Bennett	
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman Burke	
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Bushnell	
	 *in honor of Randy Barker’s 	
	 birthday	
Mr. and Mrs. David Cadenhead	
Lori Cahn and Doug Brown	
J.J. and Jan Campau		
Mr. and Mrs. David Campbell	
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Campbell	
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Campbell	
	 *in honor of David and 	
	 Kathy Bressler	
Betsy Carlin and Becky Watson	
David and Lisa Carlin		
Elaine and John Carney	
Andi and Tom Caruso		
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Cerveny, Jr.	
Ms. Carol Chappelle		
Rob and Mamie Cheek		
The Honorable Vice President 	
	 and Mrs. Richard Cheney, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald H. 	
	 Chilcote		
Yvon Chouinard and Malinda 	
	 Pennoyer Chouinard	
Tom and Eliza Chrystie	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Clark	
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Clarke	
Eric Harslem, Kate Harslem, 	
	 and Rani Clasquin	
	 *donor-advised, Fidelity 	
	 Charitable Gift Fund	

Charles Cleveland		
Rich and Chris Coad		
	 *in memory of Henry Erwin	
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Cohen	
Dean and Dietlinde Coleman	
Bill Collins and Lokey Lytjen
Ferdinand and Susanna 	
	 Colloredo-Mansfeld		
Community Foundation of 	
	 Jackson Hole		
Dave and Eunice Conine
Gail Conklin and David 	
	 Hamilton		
Mrs. Stephania Conrad	
	 *in memory of Donald Conrad
Conservation Solutions 	
	 Management Co. LLC	
Ann Douglas Cornell		
Andrew Cornish and Sara Van 	
	 Genderen		
Jeanne Cortner
	 *donor advised, 		
	 Community Foundation of 	
	 Jackson Hole
Helen and Mike Cottingham	
Mr. and Mrs. George Covington	
Mr. and Mrs. William Cox	
Larry and Kathe Crane	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Greater 	
	 Memphis	
Sheri Crosby-Brown and 	
	 Ned Brown		
Tali Crozer		
Chic and Nina Cullen		
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Curry	
	 *in honor of Adonia Ripple
Dan and Pat Curtis
	 *in honor of 		
	 Brittany Curtis	

Rod and Verena Cushman	
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Dahlberg	
Paul and Julie D’Amours	
Dr. and Mrs. John Daniels	
Shawn and Mike Daus		
Joe and Susan Davenport	
Tom Davenport		
Charley Dean		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dean	
	 *in memory of Matt 	
	 Manger-Lynch	
Johann Deisenhofer and Kirsten 	
	 Fischer-Lindahl		
John and Elaine Del Monte	
Steven Denning and Roberta 	
	 Bowman		
Gary and Evelyn Dennis	
John Deuss		
Mr. and Mrs. Doug DeVivo	
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Dick	
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Dittmar	
Bethany Dittmar		
Peter Dittmar		
Melene Dodson and 		
	 Martin King		
Ted and Addie Donnan		
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Jeanne Donovan		
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dorsey	
Gayle Downing		
William and Mary Drackett	
Mr. and Mrs. Frazer Durrett, Jr.	
Sophie Echeverria		
Edwards Family Foundation	
Phyllis Eliot		
EMWIGA Foundation		
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Erdman	
Marcy and Paul Erwin		
Tom and Andrea Evans		

I had the wonderful experience of floating a 
portion of the Grand Canyon this fall. The days 
meandered by, moving at the sinuous pace of the Colorado 
River, and the company and the scenery were spectacular.  
Returning to the Land Trust, I realized that the gift of travel 
had helped me see our organization from a new perspective.  
The story of the Colorado River is one of small creeks 
eventually turning into a mighty river, each drop of water 
collecting and joining to form something bigger than it was before. This collective enlargement 
is akin to our stewardship responsibilities that grow with each passing year.  More acres under 
easement, means more time needed for performing our requisite functions that ensure land 
remains protected in perpetuity. I am proud of our land stewardship program and the many 
relationships we maintain with our landowners. I am also thrilled by the growing success in 
Dubois with the Wind River Program, illustrating the Land Trust’s ability to work with a 
neighboring community to provide effective land conservation options. Our outreach effort to 
the communities of Fremont, Lincoln, and Park counties is taking the message of private land 
conservation to new places and audiences. I see these efforts along with our primary focus on the 
open lands of Jackson Hole as tributaries to the same river, common elements in the preservation 
of the natural values and open spaces we hold dear. The animals, air and water know no 
boundaries, and flow like a river from one county to the next. Tending to each individual place 
will only strengthen the current of conservation in western Wyoming.

— Laurie Andrews, Executive Director

From the Director[ ]

The animals, air 

and water know 

no boundaries, 

and flow like a 

river from one 

county to the 

next. 
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Tom and Tania Evans		
Frank and Patty Ewing		
Mike and Nancy Faems		
Dr. John A. Feagin		
Mark and Marcie Feldman	
Jonathan Fenn		
Mr. and Mrs. William Field	
Eugene and Anne Fife		
Jan and Larry Finch		
Gary Finkel		
Naomi and Roy Flack		
Francine Fleming		
Jim and Astrid Flood		
Focus Productions		
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Forbes	
Peter and Betsy Forster		
Col. and Mrs. Kenneth Fortney	
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Foster	
Dr. Matt Fraker and 		
	 Dr. Sherri Thornton		
Ann Frame		
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Frank	
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Frankel	
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Frantz	
Mr. and Mrs. Miles Freitag	
Stephen and Barbara Friedman
Mrs. James Furnary	
	 *in memory of 
	 Dr. James S. Furnary	
Lou and John Furrer		
Future Care Financial		
Garry and Judy Gardner	
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Gardner	
Susan and Robert Gardner	
Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Gaston	
Marla Gault		
GE Foundation		
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Geiger	
	 *in honor of their children	
Mary Gerty		
Peggy Gilday		
Martha and John Gilmore	
Ms. Kathleen Gleason		
	 *in honor of Steve Denning	
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Godchaux	
Kenneth Goebel		
Matthew Golombek and 	
	 Connie Morgan		
Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Goss	
Bob and Colleen Grady		
Andy Graves		
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Greenberg	
	 *donor-advised, Jewish 	
	 Communal Fund	
Mr. and Mrs. James H. 		
	 Greene, Jr.		
Greene Van Arsdale Foundation	

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Griffin	
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Griffith	
Jill Baldauf and Steve Grossman	
Judd and Mary Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. 		
	 Haberfeld		
Ms. Margaret Hagen		
Zach Hall and Julie Ann 	
	 Giacobassi		
Mike and Gigi Halloran	
Hamill Family Foundation	
Mr. and Mrs. G. Bernard 	
	 Hamilton
	 *in honor of Shelby and 	
	 Gale Davis	
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
	 Hammer	
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Handler	
Hansen Family Foundation	
Jon and Karen Hanson	
	 *in honor of Jeff and 	
	 Sarah Hanson 	
John and Carol Harkness	
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Harnagel	
Putzi and John Harrington	
	 *in memory of Jackie Hiller	
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Harris	
Ross and Chris Hartley		
Pat and Mary Lou Hartness	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Greenville	
Ann Harvey		
Mr. and Mrs. John Hauge	
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hauge	
Mr. William H. Hawkins	
Diana and Russell Hawkins	
Bruce and Carolynn Hawtin	
Hawtin Jorgensen Architects	
Heart of the Rockies Initiative	
Tanya and Michael Heathman	
Huyler Held		
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Henderson	
	 *donor-advised, Greater 	
	 Saint Louis Community 	
	 Foundation
Deane and Dick Henderson	
Daniel and Elizabeth Hennessy	
Chuck and Joannie Hensley	
Edward Henze	
Michael and Jenny Herman	
Barbara and Chuck Herz	
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hibberd, Jr.	
Jim and Ginger Hirschfeld	
Tony and Lynn Hitschler	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hobbins	
Phil and Jean Hocker		
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hoffman	

Norm and Carole Hofley	
Peter and Janet Hoglund	
Julie Holding		
Bobby and Renee Holik	
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holland	
Lynne Hollbacher		
Ed and Marne Holstein	
	 *donor-advised, the National 	
	 Philanthropic Trust	
Aleathia Hoster
	 *in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 	
	 David H. Hoster II & Mr. 	
	 and Mrs. E.A. Donnan Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. David Hoster	
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Howe	
A.C. and Penney Hubbard	
Mr. Eric Huber		
Bob and Gail Hughes 
Kit Hughes		
Marge Hunt	
	 *in honor of Philip Simmons	
ING		
Intermountain Aquatics	
John and Nina Invernizzi	
Jackson Ventures		
Tom and Liz Jacobson		
Greg and Judy Jansen		
Jane Jerger		
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Johnson	
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Johnson	
Pam Johnson		
Julie and Jay Jones		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jones	
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Jordan	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Karl M. Johnson Foundation	
Pete and Jeanine Karns		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Karon	
Earle Kaufman		
Frank Victor Kaunitz		
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Kelleher	
Allison Kelly		
Jay Kemmerer		
Pat and Lisa Kent		
Ted Kerasote		
Renny and Sarah Kerr		
Mr. and Mrs. John Kiefling	
Paul and Kathleen Kimball	

Robin and Bill King 		
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Middle 	
	 Tennesee	
Ann and Morris Kinne		
Mr. and Mrs. Howard 		
	 Kinslinger		
Jerry and Viesia Kirk		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kirkpatrick	
Nancy Kittle		
Dr. and Mrs. Noah Klein	
Lesley and William Knowles	
Louise Koegler		
Bonnie Brown Koeln		
Gary Kofinas and Susan 	
	 Herman		
Senator Herbert Kohl		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Konrad	
Jack and Kay Krouskup		
Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich Kruse	
Mr. and Mrs. Pui Kuan		
Ernest LaBelle and Frances 	
	 Pollak		
Ted and Beedee Ladd		
Cody and Linda Laird		
Mr. and Mrs. George Lammers	
Mary Lamy		
Mrs. Karen Langenberg and
	 Mr. Theodore Dziemianowicz
David and Judy Larson		
Senator Grant and Maralyn 	
	 Larson		
Steve and K.C. Lauck		
Allen and Kathy Lauer		
Creed and Clarene Law		
Jane Lawther
	 *in honor of councilman 	
	 Mark E. Obringer	
Pete Lawton		
Vince and Nancy Lee		
Heidi and Phil Leeds		
Toby and Marty Leith		
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lester	
Joe and Sophia Levinson	
Remy Levy and Cathy Kehr	
Tim Libassi		
Carol and Ed Liebzeit		
Ms. Jeanne R. Linam		
Michael Lissner		

Live Oak Foundation		
Mr. and Mrs. David Livermore	
Kelly and Liz Lockhart		
Nicholas and Katherine Lovrich	
	 *in honor of Charles 
	 Ackerson	
Paul Lowham		
Ms. Joan Lucas		
Mr. and Mrs. Wes Lucas	
Mr. and Mrs. John Lyle, Jr.	
Adam and Elizabeth Maberly
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. 	
	 MacDonald		
Mr. and Mrs. Clark MacKenzie	
David and Deborah MacKenzie	
Ken MacLean, Jr. and Stephanie 	
	 Mashek		
Bob and Marna MacLean	
	 *donor-advised, Northern 	
	 Trust Company	
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. 	
	 MacMahon		
Rose and David Macy		
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Maggetti
George and Mandy Mahoney	
Alexa Majors	
	 *in honor of Percy Chan	
Carol and Bill Maloney		
Neal Manne and Nancy 	
	 McGregor	
	 *in honor of Mike Wardell, 	
	 Laurie Andrews and Pam Case
Richard Manship		
Tom and Linda Markovits	
John and Adrienne Mars	
Linda Mars		
Mike and Carol Marshall	
Pat Martin		
Lowell Martindale and 		
	 Pam Gray		
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Masinter	
Steve and Linda Mason		
Heather Mathews and Mike 	
	 Hodes		
James Mathieu		
Jane Matthews		
Jim and Kris Maxwell		
Mayer and Morris Kaplan 	
	 Foundation		

Staff List
Laurie Andrews 
	 Executive Director
Pam Case 
	 Development Officer
Cindy Duncan 
	 Finance Manager
Steffan Freeman 
	 Land Steward
Blair Friedeman 
	 Director of Development and 		
	 Communications
Liz Meyer 
	 Development Associate
Adonia Ripple 
	 Associate Director of 		
	 Stewardship and Outreach
Tom Segerstrom 
	 Stewardship Resource Specialist
John Shepard
	  Protection Manager
Ellen Vanuga 
	 Wind River Program Director 

Board of Directors
Clayton Andrews 
Jake Ankeny
Budd Betts
Cathryn Brodie
John Carney
James Flood
Peggy Gilday 
Bob Grady
Jeff Hielbrun
Mark Hershberger
Clarene Law
Pete Lawton
Michael Marshall
Kate Mead
Rodman Moorhead
Thomas Muller
Garnett Smith
Fred Staehr

Emeritus Directors
Bill Ashley 
Vince Lee
Gil Ordway
Scott Pierson
Allan Tessler
Mike Wardell

Printed on 100% 
recycled paper with 
vegetable-based inks.

Contact us: 
Jackson Hole Land Trust
P.O. Box 2897
555 East Broadway Suite 228
Jackson, Wyoming 83001
307.733.4707

Wind River Program
Jackson Hole Land Trust
P.O. Box 1779
116 East Ramshorn Street, 1C
Dubois, Wyoming 82513
307.455.3766

www.jhlandtrust.org
info@jhlandtrust.org

Bill Ashley was inducted as an Emeritus Board 
Member in September for his contributions during 
the early years of the Land Trust. He served as the 
first Chairman of the Board from September, 1980 
through October, 1981. His leadership and vision 
were instrumental in the formation of the Jackson 
Hole Land Trust, and we are honored by 
his continued presence with our organization.  

Emeritus Board Members Bill Ashley (left) and Mike 
Wardell (right) chat about the good old days in the 
Land Trust office at Bill Ashley’s emeritus party.

The ultimate test of man’s conscience may be his willingness 

to sacrifice something today for future generations whose 

words of thanks will not be heard.
— Gaylord Nelson
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Mr. and Mrs. Lowry Mays	
Holly McAllister-Swett		
Liz McCabe		
Mrs. Donald F. McCann	
	 *in memory of Dr. Donald F. 	
	 McCann	
Thomas McClung		
Ruth and Bill McClure		
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph 		
	 McCormack		
Dennis and Susan McCracken	
Jim McFadden	
	 *in memory of Maureen 	
	 McFadden	
Jon and Pam McGlocklin 	
	 *in honor of Senator Herb 	
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Merrill Lynch and Company 	
	 Foundation, Inc.		
Carol Mersereau		
Cynthia Millard		
Chuck and Carolyn Miller	
Elinor and C. Scott Miller	
Lew Mithun		
MKL Foundation		
Moore, Myers & Garland, LLC	
Clay W. Moorhead		
Rod and Alice Moorhead	
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Morse	
Mark Moscovitz and Mindy 	
	 Cheng		
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Mullaney	
Tom and Anne Muller		
Ken and Moira Mumma
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 	
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Mr. and Mrs. Julius 		
	 Muschaweck		
Christopher P. Sandvig and 	
	 Louisa Myrin		
Mark and Michele Nasatir	
John and Bobbie Nau		
Mr. and Mrs. James Nellis	
Deena J. Nelson		
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Newhagen	
Bill and Gloria Newton		
Richard and Pamela Niner	
Mr. and Mrs. Levon Nishkian	
Jeffrey Noffsinger		
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nokes	
Ms. Ellen Nolan and Mr. David 	
	 Pfeifer		
Larry and Diane North		
Pat Nott		
Ron and Rose Novak		
Anthony Nuland		
Jack and Carole Nunn		
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Nyheim	
Ted and Alice Oakley		
Oarsmen Foundation		
Will and Julie Obering		
Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Oelsen	
David and Janet Offensend	
Jane and Bill Olsen		
Jim and Jeannette O’Mara	
George and Abby O’Neill	
Gil and Marge Ordway		
	 *donor-advised, The Saint 	
	 Paul Foundation	
Peter and Susan Ordway
Mrs. and Mrs. Donald J. 	
	 Ormond		
Sandy and Matt Ostdiek	
Diana Osuna and Tom Stallings	
Mr. and Mrs. Willard J. 	
	 Overlock, Jr.		
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pantone	
Biba and Jon Parker Foundation	
Carla Parks			
	 * in memory of Norris Brown 	
	 Jr. and in honor of Norris 	
	 and Layne Brown III
Glenn Paulson and Linda 	
	 Cooper		
Arturo Peralta-Ramos		
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Perlman	
Linda and Larry Perlman	

Bob and Ruthie Peters		
Mr. Thomas S. Peters		
Leslie Petersen and Hank 	
	 Phibbs		
Pam and Keith Phillips		
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Pielet	
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Pieper		
Martha Ann Pittard and 	
	 Allan Krapf		
Gloria Polis		
Reynolds and Bettie Pomeroy	
Mr. and Mrs. William Pool	
Marcus Porcelli		
Jane and Jack Porter		
Prairie Oak Veterinary Center	
Elise Prayzich		
Robert and Allison Price	
Aaron and Tamsen Pruzan	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Quast	
John and Jean Raben		
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Raisbeck	
Lucy and Harley Rankin Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. John Ray		
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Read	
Lindsey and Jimmy Dominguez	
Jim and Sandy Reese		
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Reimers	
Debbie Reis and Dave Wipper	
Rendezvous Engineering P.C.	
Rendezvous River Sports	
Jamie Resor and Catherine Scott	
Bill Resor and Story Clark	
Chuck and Nancy Resor	
John and Kitty Resor		
Stan Resor		
Larry Rieser		
Mrs. Leonard Rifkin		
Carolyn Reeve and Andy Ripps	
Marlin Risinger and 
	 Lori Fields	
Rob and Marie Robertson	
Steve and Sami Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. John D. 		
	 Rockefeller IV		
Larry and Wendy Rockefeller	
Mr. Rocky Rockwell		
Edward and Darcy Rodenbach	
Mark Rodenburg		
Mr. and Mrs. Berthold Romberg
Nancy Rome
	 *in honor of Eugenie Copp	
Peter Ernest Rork, M.D.	
	 *in honor of Clark and Addie	
Jim Roscoe and Jane Baldwin	
Roscoe Co		
Jerry Rose		
Will and Catherine Rose	
Monroe and Andrea Rosenthal	
Birdie Rossetter	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Neil and Sandy Rudo		
Ben and Ann Ruehr		
Lisa Rullman		
Bob and Margie Rutford	
Annie and Paul Rutter		
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ryan	
Sage Foundation		
Katie Salsbury and Jeff 		
	 Klasmann		
Ron and Alvrone Sater		
Mr. and Mrs. Julian D. Saul	
Phyllis and Chuck Savidge	
Ms. Katharine Sawatzky	
	 *in honor of Susanna and 	
	 Moose Colloredo-Mansfield
Ms. Martha Saxe	
	 *in memory of Mary Ashley	
Florence J. Lemle and Ronald 	
	 D. Saypol		
Carol and Robert Scallan	
Judy and Frank Scarborough	
Jonathan and Alex Schechter	
Brian and Maggie Schilling	
Leslie and Howard Schirmer, Jr.	
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schmidlapp	
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Schmidt	
Harvey Scholfield		
Lynne Scholfield		

Michael and Claudia Schrotz	
Mr. George L. Schuler		
Jay Schwamm		
Mr. and Mrs. William Schwartz	
Tom and Jan Segerstrom
Melvin L. and Bonnie G. 	
	 Shapanka		
Cheryl and Stephen Shapiro	
	 *in honor of Barbara Ellen 	
	 Trachtenberg	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shea	
Dick and Dottie Sheahan
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. 	
	 Sherman		
John Sherman		
Jack and Katherine Shook	
Shooting Star Home Owners’ 	
	 Association		
Dick and Sandy Shuptrine	
Barry and Priscilla Sibson	
Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff and 	
	 Hunter Lewis		
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sider	
Don and Diane Siegel		
Virginia and L.E. Simmons	
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Skinner	

Frank and Mimi Slaughter	
Donald Sleeman		
Sleeping Indian, LLC		
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Smith	
Garnett and Bitsy Smith	
Margot Snowdon and Yves 	
	 Desgouttes		
Mona Sobieski		
Greg and Priscilla Sorensen	
Michael Spain		
Mr. and Mrs. David Sparks	
Robert and Susan Spencer	
Hort and Juli Spitzer		
Spirit Dance Foundation	
Howard S. Spurrier		
Mr. and Mrs. Clint Cook	
Jim and Judy Stacke		
	 *donor-advised, Fred 	
	 and Helen Ellis Charitable 	
	 Foundation	
Jeanie and Fred Staehr		
Drew Jaglom and Janet Stampfl	
Dorothy and Clarence Stearns
Nancy Stegens
	 *in memory of Grace and 	
	 Joseph Hlavin	

Mimi and Bobby Stein		
Bob and Joanne Stellwagen
Andrew and Elizabeth 		
	 Stepanian	
Mr. and Mrs. Hank G. Stifel	
Adair Bonsal Stifel	
	 *donor-advised, Baltimore 	
	 Community Foundation	
Kelly and Nancy Stirn		
Pamela Stockton Interiors, LLC	
Mr. and Mrs. David Stokes	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Peter Stoops and Kate 		
	 Wilkinson
Luther Propst and Liz Storer	
Bob Strawbridge		
Pike and Sue Sullivan		
Steve and Anna Sullivan	
Charles and Leighann Swanson	
Sweet Life Foundation		
Ted and Becky Swift		
Phelps and Pam Swift		
Stan Takami		
Peter and Rose Tarantino	
Ken and Caroline Taylor	

I am working with 
the people who 
live here to make 
a difference in our 
own remarkably 
beautiful corner of 
the world.

Meet Ellen Vanuga: 		
Wind River Program Director

The new face of the Wind River Program is Ellen Vanuga, 
who became Director in November 2008. For 15 years prior to 
joining the Jackson Hole Land Trust Wind River Program, Ellen 
organized and marketed international horseback 
riding holidays. One revealing observation she 
made when traveling abroad was encroachment 
on the world’s farmlands and wild open spaces. 
“Mongolia, Morocco, Namibia, Kenya… 
everywhere I saw evidence of this. The locals 
were saddened by it, but had no means of 
influencing the outcome.” Although Ellen loved 
her job, she felt a need to contribute to her local 
community. “Then an amazing thing happened. 
I was given a chance for meaningful work here in Dubois with 
the Land Trust. Now I am working with the valley’s residents and 
landowners to balance economic opportunities with protection of 
our remarkably beautiful corner of the world.” 

For 22 years she has been serving on boards and panels, 
volunteering at the schools, and raising two Dubois High School 
graduates who hike, ride, hunt and fish. “I’ve lived here longer than 
I’ve lived anywhere including the sheep ranch where I grew up. 
These roots are deep, and I hope to make a positive contribution 
to the long-term well-being of the people, wildlife, ranchland, and 
scenery of this valley.” 
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Jake Ankeny

Jake lives in South Park with his lovely wife Dana, and two beautiful daughters. Having 
grown up in Jackson, he greatly appreciates all that the area has to offer, especially the outdoor 
activities. Jake graduated from Montana State University with degrees in finance, economics 
and a minor in political science. Jake is involved with his family’s construction business, Ankeny 
Construction Management. He is committed to keeping the area special by encouraging 
conservation, particularly when used as a tool within land development regulations.

Budd Betts

Budd has been a Wyoming resident for over forty years. He served in the Wyoming 
legislature as a House member from 1992-1998. Budd lives northwest of Dubois in the Dunoir 
Valley. He and his wife own and operate the Absaroka Ranch, a 700-acre dude ranch. He 
currently serves on the board of the Wyoming Community Foundation and the Wyoming 
Outfitters and Guides Association. He is president of the National Bighorn Sheep Center in 
Dubois and is on the advisory committee for the Land Trust’s Wind River Program. 

Jeff Heilbrun

Originally from Cincinnati, Ohio, Jeff moved to Jackson Hole 23 years ago and has 
worked in the ski and golf industries. Jeff was employed in many capacities for Teton Pines 
Resort and Country Club over an 18-year period culminating in 9 years as General Manager. 
He left Teton Pines in 2005 to join a resort real estate sales and marketing consulting 
firm. Jeff also started Today’s Leader, a leadership company specializing in pre-hire and 
development assessments for sta ff in multiple industries. 

Garnett Smith

Garnett Smith and his wife Bitsy share their time between their home in Jackson at 
3 Creek Ranch and Naples, Florida. Garnett is a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill and the retired Chairman and CEO of Inbrand Corp in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He currently serves as president of The Port Royal Club in Naples, Florida. 

Mr. Thomas Taylor and 	
	 Dr. Linda Taylor		
Paul and Lucie Taylor		
Tom and Linda Tebben		
	 *donor-advised, Fidelity 	
	 Charitable Gift Fund
Allan and Frances Tessler	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Teton Club		
Thanksgiving Foundation	
The Lightner Sams Foundation	
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thieme	
Frederick M. Tillotson		
Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Tompkins	
Barbara Trachtenberg		
Stan and Barbara Trachtenberg	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Traversa	
	 *in honor of Kimmon 	
	 Richards and Doug 		
	 Whatmore
Everett Trout	
	 *in memory of Sandra Trout	
Kathy Turner		
Steve and Amy Unfried		
United Health Group		
Jeff Van Ee and Nancy Eaton	
Daniel and Lynne Van Engel
	 *in honor of Emily Van Engel
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Van 	
	 Genderen		
Martha and Warren Van 	
	 Genderen		

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Vandenberg	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation for the Fox 	
	 Valley Region	
Dr. and Mrs. J. Gordon Vap	
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Varilone	
Dick and Polly Vaughan	
	 *donor-advised, Community 	
	 Foundation of Jackson Hole	
Vintage Wines		
Paul Vogelheim		
Mr. and Mrs. John Vogelstein	
Jerry Wager		
Wallace Genetic Foundation, Inc.	
Martha Walters		
Peter and Adrienne Ward	
Mike Wardell		
William and Teresa Waterman	
Andrew and Cammie Watson	
Maree Webster		
Ken and Lynn Wegner		
Michael Wehrle		
Chad and Wendy Weiss	
Dusty Weiss		
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Weissman	
Noble Welch		
Wells Fargo Bank		
Carroll Wetzel		
James Whisenand		
Dan and Joan White		
Bettina Whyte and Anthony 	
	 Schnelling		
Dennis Wiancko		
Martha Williams		
Ms. Susan Williams		

John and Suzanne Willian	
	 *in honor of Randolph 	
	 Barker’s Birthday	
Bill and Pat Wilson		
Kurt and Chris Wimberg	
Mr. Mark C. Winmill		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Winter	
Nancy H. Winter		
Thomas Wise		
Wesley Wise		
Greg and Ann Wisniew	
Norm and Elissa Wolff		
Dale and Cynthia Woodling	
Becky Woods and Rich Bloom	
Tim Young		
Joseph Hunter Zale		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zukin	
	
Wind river 
program 
Supporters
George and Carolyn Beall
Dan and Lori Canale
Eugenie Copp
Doris Duke Charitable 		
	 Foundation/ The Nature 	
	 Conservancy 
Dubois Anglers and Wildlife 	
	 Group
Richard and Mary Graham
Michael Gray
Brian Kahin and Julia Royall
Roger Lederer and Carol Burr 
Stephen J. Lunsford
George and Mandy Mahoney

Laton and Nancy McCartney
Anna Moscicki and Michael 	
	 Kenney
National Bighorn Sheep 	
	 Interpretive Center
Fred and Alice Nicol
Ring Lake Ranch
Jeffrey and Susan Sussman
Wyoming Game and Fish 	
	 Commission
Wyoming Governor’s Big Game 	
	 Licenses Coalition 
Wyoming Wildlife and Natural 	
	 Resource Trust
	
Teton Legacy 
Society
The individuals listed below 
have made provisions in their 
estate plans for the Jackson 
Hole Land Trust. We are deeply 
grateful for their commitment 
to safeguarding this valley: 	
	
Mary Andersen
Jeff Bland and Jane Mitchell
Louise Breitenbach and 	
	 Joe Piccoli
Tony and Linda Brooks
Ken and Mary Burdin
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Campbell
Bob and Becky Ciulla
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Coppola
Chic and Nina Cullen
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Dahl

Dr. Carol Fellows and 
	 Dr. Henry Louderbough
Mr. and Mrs. William Field
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Geiger
Mr. and Mrs. James Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. David Hardie
Susan Hedden
Chuck and Joannie Hensley
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hoffman
Bob and Gail Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Knight
Bonnie Koeln
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Krell
Bill and Carol Maloney
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Moody
Tom and Anne Muller
Mr. Gregory G. Nelson
Charlotte Oliver and 		
	 Buzz Dimond
Sue Paddock
Jack and Jane Porter
Meg and Bert Raynes
Lindsey Reed and 		
	 James Sergio Dominguez
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Lavar Riniker
Tom and Jan Segerstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shea
Peter and Dee Stearns
Pike and Sue Sullivan
Dick and Polly Vaughan
Bill and Kip Wallace
Mr. Matthew Wallace
Thomas Wise
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Zabinsky

Welcome New Board Members
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We apologize for any errors or omissions we have made. Please call us (307) 733-4707 for corrections.
This is a list of fiscal year supporters who made a gift between October 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009. 
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In an event that combined equal parts 
blue jeans and federal tax code, the Land 
Trust hosted a program in Park County on conservation 
easement tax issues for ranchers and other landowners 
over Labor Day weekend. The event, which was co-
hosted with the Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural 
Land Trust and Nic and Joyce Patrick, featured a 
discussion with Tim Lindstrom, legal counsel for the 
JHLT and a noted national authority on conservation 
easements and related tax issues. 

Last winter, the Jackson Hole Land Trust agreed 
to collaborate with the state-wide stock growers land 
trust on a project to build momentum for private land 
conservation in the communities surrounding Jackson 
Hole. Many of these areas have seen their open lands 
disappear at a quickening rate as growth from Jackson 
and other population centers expands outward. The 
Cody event was one of three that the Jackson Hole Land 
Trust is hosting as a part of that collaboration, which is 
funded in part by a grant from the Heart of the Rockies 
Initiative. Another event took place in Star Valley over the 
summer, and a third event is being planned for Fremont 
County this winter.

Tim, who helped author a law that increased the 
federal tax incentives for the donation of conservation 
easements, used examples to show how a conservation 
easement can be used to keep a ranch together and in 
the family. He also talked about the campaign to extend 
enhanced incentives for easements, which are set to 
expire at the end of the year. Around thirty ranchers and 
other landowners attended the gathering at the Patrick 
Ranch along the scenic South Fork of the Shoshone River 
southwest of Cody.

“Tax policy on conservation easements can be a bit 
overwhelming when someone tries to read it in a book 
or a brochure,” said Executive Director Laurie Andrews. 
“With this program we wanted to provide concrete 
information that people could apply to their specific 
situations, and do it in a face-to-face setting where people 
could get answers to any questions they might have.” 

The incentives for easement contribution increase the 
amount of income a donor is able to deduct from 30% 
to 50% and increase the number of years over which that 
deduction may be used from six to 16. There are currently 
bills in both houses of Congress that would make those 
enhanced benefits permanent.

Tim is the author of A Tax Guide to Conservation 
Easements, an information source for practitioners and 
landowners considering protecting their land with a 
conservation easement. For a copy, or more information 	
on conservation easement tax incentives, contact the 		
Land Trust. 

Land Trust Reaches Out to Western Wyoming 

Two workshops brought ranchers together to give concrete information about tax policy as it applies to  
conservation easements. A third event is being planned for this winter. 
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The decision to protect 
a property with a 
conservation easement 
is striking and 
momentous. The deal gets 
negotiated, the easement gets 
signed, the papers get put in 

an easement, and in turn, much for the stewardship staff to 
consider when working to uphold the story of each property 
through time. 
      With over 100 landowner relationships to tend to, 
representing nearly 200 different easement protected 
parcels, the JHLT stewardship staff is in constant motion. 
Responding to landowner requests throughout the year is of 
primary importance to the stewardship staff and comprises 
the majority of their work time. As landowners manage 
their properties, the desire to make changes arises, be it a 
longer driveway or new fencing, vegetation alterations or 
an extensive habitat enhancement. Often, landowners need 
to consult with the Land Trust to confirm that the desired 
action complies with the conservation easement. There are no 
blanket answers to even the most frequently asked questions, 
since each easement is distinct. Each of the nearly 200 
easements is individually written based on the conservation 
values it is intended to protect, as well as the desires of the 
landowner who contributed the conservation easement. 
Many approvals are straightforward, since most landowners 
have a working knowledge of their conservation easements. 
Other projects require more thorough review to evaluate the 
request in the context of the property’s conservation values. 
Responding with timeliness is imperative, as landowners are 
often eager to begin their projects.

As land stewards, the most enriching part of the job is 
getting to know these properties over time. Summer brings 
field visits with landowners and an opportunity to walk 
these wonderful spreads. Stewardship staff strives to meet 
in person with landowners or ranch managers to discuss any 
contemplated changes and take note of significant natural 
occurrences. Getting to visit private land and witness the 
profusion of summer wildflowers and towering green gentian, 

s=P
 t

stewardship 
equals 
protection 	
over time

the appropriate places and land gets conserved through the 
generous and insightful acts of willing landowners. Then 
begin the actions of ongoing land protection, the daily 
measures the Land Trust takes to ensure that easements stand 
the test of time. 

These lesser known, but equally important, daily acts 
of stewardship are vital to ensure the long term protection 
of these valuable assets that comprise the conservation 
landscape. As more acres become protected, the responsibility 
of upholding the easements and the values they protect grows. 
These significant agreements contain meaningful words to 
both human and animal alike and ultimately help to paint 
the picture of what the three dimensional landscape will look 
like in perpetuity. This picture has to be tended, monitored 
over time, shepherded through changes in landownership and 
family dynamics. 

This defines the role of stewardship for the Jackson Hole 
Land Trust, the actions of land protection over time. Our 
easements span sagebrush covered hills, fir bedecked slopes, 
open hay meadows, and cottonwood river bottoms. Each 
is unique in the land it protects and requires a distinct and 
personal relationship. Each easement is also a cherished 
asset to the Jackson Hole Land Trust, for each protects the 
stories of families, the lines of rivers, the seasonal flux of 
the cottonwood forest, the cycle of haying, and corridors for 
wildlife. There is much to consider when a landowner signs 

This picture has to be 

tended, monitored over 

time, shepherded through 

changes in landownership 

and family dynamics. 
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or the quietude of a wetland at dawn, is a cherished part of 
the land steward’s working year. Field time is where stewards 
gain an intimate understanding of the ecological functions 
of these easement protected properties. Observations are 
documented back in the office and become a record of 
the phenology of a property over time for a future land 
steward to reference. These simple routine gestures of yearly 
documentation ensure the conservation values of a property 
are honored at every turn of the way.

Above all else, it is the human relationships that 
ultimately dictate what happens on the land. Written 
agreements are gold, but a functional long-term relationship 
with the landowner is platinum. The stewardship staff strives 
to take a kitchen-table 
approach to discussions, 
preferring in person 
meetings when possible. 	
The relationships inter-
twined with these remarkable 
protected parcels are best 
nurtured through timely, 
responsive, and individual 
care. Throughout the course 
of the year, a landowner will 
have at least four points of 
communication with the 
stewardship staff, and many 
more if a large project is 
being implemented. Multiply 
this by over 100 landowners and counting, and the daily 
work of the land stewards becomes apparent. This growing 
responsibility is work we are honored to do. 

Accredited by the Land Trust
  Accreditation Commission

The Jackson Hole Land Trust is proud to 	
announce that we have been accredited by the Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent 
program of the Land Trust Alliance. 
While our copy machine is still 
reeling from the incredible 
volume of documentation we 
had to produce for this feat, 
the Land Trust now has the 
distinction of being one of 82 
land trusts to become accredited out 
of more than 1,600 groups nationwide. 

The Land Trust underwent an extensive external 
review of our 
governance, 
management policies, 
and the systems we use 
to protect and steward 
land.  After producing 
the necessary 
documentation 
a rigorous phone 
interview was 
conducted by the 

commission before Jackson Hole Land Trust was 
awarded accreditation.  

The accreditation process has helped strengthen 
our policies and procedures while giving us the unique 
opportunity to examine our organization for best 
practices alongside other land trusts. As we have known, 
Jackson Hole Land Trust is exceptionally strong in 
the area of stewarding lands in perpetuity, which was 
reinforced by the commissioners upon review of our 
stewardship practices.  

To retain our accreditation, the Land Trust will have 
to complete a follow-up review in five years.

Accredited land trusts 

meet national quality 

standards for protecting 

important natural 

places and working 

lands forever.

	  –Commission Executive 	
 Director Tammara Van Ryn  

There is much to 

consider when a 

landowner signs an 

easement, and in 

turn, much for the 

stewardship staff 

to consider when 

working to uphold the 

story of each property 

through time. 

Left: Steffan Freeman 
monitors a property on 
West Gros Ventre Butte. 
Center: Land stewards get 
to view properties from 
many unique angles. Walton 
Ranch as seen from the top 
of Hansen Peak. 			 
Right: Tom Segerstrom 
atop East Gros Ventre Butte 
during a monitoring visit.



T hank     you
for your support of the Jackson Hole Land 

Trust and the Wind River Program this year.

cover photo by Stephen Jay lunsford/images of wyoming 				  
	Back cover, clockwise: Roger with kids & Annual Picnic fun by Mary Gerty; Dubois Ranch Tours 
(the CM and EA ranches) by Ellen Vanuga; Hardeman Meadows cutouts by Mary gerty. 
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keep up with our work at jhlandtrust.org




